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By Peter Whoriskey

and Guy Gugliotta 

Washington Post Staff Writers

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 29 — Hurri-
cane Katrina barreled into the Gulf Coast
on Monday morning, its fierce winds cut-
ting a 125-mile swath of destruction
stretching from coastal Alabama across
Mississippi to the French Quarter and the
Superdome. At least 55 people were
killed.

The storm’s leading edge, wielding
winds up to 145 mph across the Gulf of
Mexico, made landfall as a fearsome Cate-
gory 4 hurricane at 7:10 a.m. Eastern time
near the Louisiana bayou town of Buras,
about 63 miles southeast of New Orleans.

Katrina then wheeled into western Mis-
sissippi, bringing a 20-foot storm surge
along the coast near Biloxi. It headed
north later Monday to inundate most of
the Mississippi Delta, spun off dozens of
tornadoes through the South and prom-
ised drenching rains later in the week as
far north as the Ohio Valley.

By late afternoon Monday the storm
was downgraded to Category 1, with
winds of 95 mph. But authorities in Loui-
siana, Mississippi and Alabama, forced to
hunker down for most of the day, were
only beginning to take stock of the dam-
age.

“The high water is keeping us out of
some areas, and the high winds are keep-
ing our aircraft grounded,” Louisiana
Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco (D) told
reporters at a Baton Rouge news confer-

Storm Thrashes Gulf Coast
Dozens Are Reported Dead in One Mississippi County

BY MARK WALLHEISER — REUTERS

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, David Diaz examines the damage to the Sadler Apartments on the waterfront in Biloxi, Miss., where he and his brother had lived. 

No Direct Hit
In New Orleans,
But Extensive
Destruction

See HURRICANE, A6, Col. 1

By Carrie Johnson

Washington Post Staff Writer

Federal prosecutors yesterday unsealed conspiracy
charges against eight former KPMG LLP officials and a
lawyer accused of helping wealthy clients evade billions of
dollars in taxes in what authorities called the largest crimi-
nal tax fraud case in history.

The charges are expected to be the first in a wave of ac-
tions against professionals who profited from aiding high-
net-worth customers shield income from the Internal Reve-
nue Service during the economic boom, prosecutors said.
The tax evasion deals, which required the participation of
accountants, lawyers, investment bankers and their
wealthy clients, cost the government at least $2.5 billion.

The indictment of the individuals occurred as a federal
judge yesterday approved a deal to defer prosecution of
KPMG itself. At a Washington news conference, Attorney
General Alberto R. Gonzales acknowledged that the gov-
ernment had considered “collateral consequences,” in-
cluding the fate of 18,000 employees, in striking the $456
million pact with the accounting firm over its role in mar-
keting the tax shelters.

“The conviction of an organization can affect innocent
workers . . . and can even have an effect on the national
economy,” Gonzales said. The U.S. Supreme Court earlier
this year reversed the criminal conviction that helped push
accounting firm Arthur Andersen LLP out of business
three years ago.

IRS Commissioner Mark W. Everson said the tax avoid-
ance schemes amounted to a “direct assault” on the Amer-
ican tax system and enriched already wealthy clients and
KPMG partners.

9 Charged Over
Tax Shelters
In KPMG Case
Accounting Firm Agrees to Pay
As More Indictments Expected

See KPMG, A8, Col. 4

HURRICANE KATRINA

By V. Dion Haynes

and Lori Aratani

Washington Post Staff Writers

In Room 100 at the District’s
Ketcham Elementary School yes-
terday, teacher Tracy Johnson
wasted no time telling the 25 fifth-
graders what lay in store.

There would be no easing into
the new school year, she said, in-
structing the students to craft
eight sentences on what they did
over the summer. “You’re going to
write a well-written paragraph,
not a sloppy paragraph,” she add-
ed. 

And there would be homework
on Day 1 that had better be turned
in the next day. “I don’t take ex-
cuses for homework or classroom
behavior,” Johnson said.

Whether it was about raising
academic expectations or over-

coming the shock of gang vio-
lence, the first day of school for
many Washington area teachers
and principals was about moving
forward and dealing with pres-

sures on multiple fronts.
In the District, where more

than half the schools are on a fed-

Students, and Challenges, Converge 

BY LOIS RAIMONDO — THE WASHINGTON POST

At Ketcham Elementary, Principal Joyce Grimes welcomes students, including
Tyisha Christian, 10, on the first day of the school year in the District. 

Academic Labors
And More Await on
First Day of School 

See SCHOOLS, A8, Col. 1

By Peter Whoriskey and Sam Coates 

Washington Post Staff Writers

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 29 — The idea of the
Big One, a hurricane doomsday scenario of
floods and death, has long haunted this city,
and Hurricane Katrina looked to many like its
terrifying incarnation.

But on Monday evening, as crowds began fil-
tering back onto city streets and inspecting the
damage from glass-shattering winds and surg-
ing water, many here said with conviction that
they were relieved.

“This wasn’t it,” concluded Demetrius

Ralph, 42, as he surveyed the scene in the shut-
tered French Quarter while out walking his
dog. Streets were littered with debris, but they
were not covered with water, as many had
feared.

In outlying eastern areas, where officials had
yet to completely assess the damage, entire
neighborhoods were flooded up to the roof-
lines. Scores of people fled to their attics,
punched holes in their roofs, and awaited res-
cue by boat or helicopter.

Downtown, Canal Street and other fabled

BY CHRIS GRAYTHEN — GETTY IMAGES

Chest-deep water dumped by Hurricane Katrina collects in New Orleans streets late in the afternoon.

The View From New Orleans

Amid the Devastation, Some Feel Relief

See VIEW, A7, Col. 1

By Alan Cooperman 

Washington Post Staff Writer

The growing influence of evangelical Protestants is
roiling the military chaplain corps, where their desire to
preach their faith more openly is colliding with long-held
military traditions of pluralism and diversity.

After accusations this summer that evangelical chap-
lains, faculty and coaches were pressuring cadets at the
Air Force Academy, the Air Force yesterday issued new
guidelines on respect for religious minorities. In the Na-
vy, evangelical Protestant chaplains are fighting what
they say is a legacy of discrimination in hiring and promo-
tions, and they are bridling at suggestions they not pray
publicly “in the name of Jesus.”

Much of the conflict is in two areas that, until now,
have been nearly invisible to civilians: how the military
hires its ministers and how they word their public
prayers. Evangelical chaplains — who are rising in num-
bers and clout amid a decline in Catholic priests and
mainline Protestant ministers — are challenging the sta-
tus quo on both questions, causing even some evangelical
commanders to worry about the impact on morale.

“There is a polarization that is beginning to set up that
I don’t think is helpful. Us versus them,” said Air Force
Col. Richard K. Hum, an Evangelical Free Church min-
ister who is the executive director of the Armed Forces
Chaplains Board. “I don’t know whether it’s an overflow
of what’s happening in society. But this sort of thing is so

Military Wrestles
With Disharmony
Among Chaplains

See CHAPLAINS, A4, Col. 1

By Anthony Shadid

Washington Post Foreign Service

NAJAF, Iraq — Hazem Araji’s ré-
sumé reads like a story of Iraq’s re-
cent past — and perhaps its near fu-
ture.

In the tumult that followed the
U.S. invasion in 2003, he hit the
streets with a clique of fellow Shiite
Muslim clerics to organize what be-
came Iraq’s first postwar popular
movement. Their symbol was Moq-
tada Sadr, a young, radical clergy-
man and son of a revered ayatollah.
The next year, Araji emerged as the
group’s public face, as it twice fought
U.S. troops. He and others were ar-
rested, and for nine months he lan-
guished in U.S. custody in Abu
Ghraib prison, then at Camp Bucca. 

Now, as the country enters a time

as politically uncertain as any since
the fall of President Saddam Hus-
sein, Araji is a free man. So are a
handful of Sadr’s other closest, most
dynamic aides, men in their thirties
who have helped shape the organiza-
tion’s combustible mix of Iraqi and
Arab nationalism, millenarian reli-
gious ideology, grass-roots protest
and gun culture. With customary
bravado, Araji and the others today
are sending a message: They are
ready to make up for lost time.

“It’s a new dawn,” said the tur-
baned cleric, with a hint of a smile.
He leaned against a wall plastered
with Iraqi flags and portraits of the
Sadrs and those killed in last year’s
battles. “People have been released,
and they’re working harder than be-

Sadr’s Disciples Rise Again
To Play Pivotal Role in Iraq
Freed Aides Join Newly Robust Movement

See SADR, A13, Col. 1
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By Nelson Hernandez and Philip Rucker

Washington Post Staff Writers

Revelations about anthrax scientist Bruce E. Ivins’s
mental instability have exposed what congressional lead-
ers and security experts call startling gaps in how the
federal government safeguards its most dangerous bio-
logical materials, even as the
number of bioscience laborato-
ries has grown rapidly since
the 2001 terror attacks.

An estimated 14,000 scien-
tists and technicians at about
400 institutions have clearanc-
es to access viruses and bacter-
ia such as the Bacillus anthra-
cis used in the anthrax attacks,
but security procedures vary
by facility, and oversight of the
labs is spread across multiple
government agencies.

Screening for the research-
ers handling some of the
world’s deadliest germs is not
as strict as that for national se-
curity jobs in the FBI and CIA,
federal officials said.

In Ivins’s case, the microbiologist expressed homicid-
al thoughts to a therapist eight years ago and grappled
with mental health problems long before he emerged as
the FBI’s lead suspect in the 2001 anthrax attacks. But
his comments never came up in security and medical 

Anthrax Case
Raises Doubt
On Security
Gaps in Lab Safeguards
Prompt Calls for Investigations

See LABORATORY, A14, Col. 4

By Edward Cody 

Washington Post Foreign Service

BEIJING, Aug. 7 — In the lobby of a provincial Chinese
hotel stood a 25-foot-high inflatable character, a beaming
Olympic mascot cheerfully inviting one and all to enjoy the
2008 Beijing Games. But in small Mandarin characters
stenciled neatly across its polyurethane rump was a discreet
reminder: “For Government Use Only,” it said.

The 29th Olympiad opening Friday evening in Beijing
has from the beginning been a political as well as an athletic
event, its impact extending far beyond the fields and stadi-
ums where 16,000 athletes from 200 countries and regions

are set to vie for glory. As the giant plastic mascot suggest-
ed, the competitor with the most at stake is China’s Com-
munist Party, particularly President Hu Jintao and the eight
others on the Politburo’s elite Standing Committee who
rule this vast nation of 1.3 billion people.

For them, the Beijing Games have provided a platform to
herald the party’s achievements over the past three decades
in leading the world’s largest country toward ever-in-
creasing prosperity at home and growing acceptance as a
reliable partner abroad. It has been a long journey from the
Maoist ideology that guided the party for its first three dec-

BY GIL COHEN MAGEN — REUTERS

Spectators at a morning flag-raising ceremony at Tiananmen Square in Beijing shout slogans in praise of China, whose residents are reveling in national pride.

For China, It’s Showtime 
Games Offer Platform to Display Party’s Achievements 

See OLYMPICS, A13, Col. 1

By Jerry Markon and Josh White

Washington Post Staff Writers

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba, Aug. 7 — A former
driver for Osama bin Laden was sentenced by a military
jury Thursday to 51⁄2 years in prison for supporting ter-
rorism, a far shorter term than demanded by govern-
ment prosecutors. The judge gave Salim Ahmed Ham-
dan credit for five years and one month of his pretrial in-
carceration at Guantanamo Bay, making him eligible for
release from custody in five months.

The sentence was a stunning rebuke to prosecutors
who had insisted on a prison term of at least 30 years and
portrayed Hamdan throughout the trial as a hardened al-
Qaeda warrior. The jury of six military officers convicted
him Wednesday of supporting al-Qaeda by driving and
guarding bin Laden and ferrying weapons for the terror
group, but he was acquitted of terror conspiracy.

Hamdan’s trial by the first U.S. military commission
since World War II was viewed as a test case of a system 

Bin Laden Driver
Gets 51⁄2 Years;
U.S. Sought 30

See HAMDAN, A12, Col. 4
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SPORTS
Have Legendary Status, Will Travel
Columnist Michael Wilbon weighs in on whether or not
Brett Favre’s move to New York is all part of a
downward spiral for the aging quarterback. E1

WEEKEND
Sure, You Could Just Watch Olympic Sports . . .
. . . or you could try some of them out yourself, and we’re
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By Dina ElBoghdady

Washington Post Staff Writer

James Austin was stunned when a real estate agent
showed up to snap photos of the house he was renting
last year and casually informed him the place was in
foreclosure.

Austin hastily found another house to rent in Bowie.
But soon after he and his three teenage children settled

estate investors, bought properties during the boom
days, rented them out, then failed to keep up with their
mortgages. The homes went into foreclosure, often un-
beknownst to the tenants, who face disrupted lives and
even homelessness. 

Several localities around the country, as well as some
members of Congress, are pushing to give renters more 

in, that house went into foreclosure, too. 
“Twice, can you believe it?” said Austin, 38, a consul-

tant for a home-security firm. “This last landlord, he
didn’t even seem like the type who would do that to
somebody. But what is the type?”

Thousands of unsuspecting renters who have been
paying their rent on time are getting enmeshed in the
foreclosure crisis that is plaguing the housing market. 

In many cases, their landlords, often individual real

Foreclosure Crisis Catching Renters Off Guard

See RENTERS, A14, Col. 1

BEIJING OLYMPICS

between the government of Co-
lombia and guerrillas of the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of Colom-
bia, known as the FARC, is not
confined by borders. And while
Colombian forces have scored ma-
jor victories this year — guerrilla
commanders killed; hundreds of
rebels deserting; prisoners, includ-
ing former presidential candidate
Ingrid Betancourt, freed — the
view from neighboring Ecuador
near the frontier is different. 

By Joshua Partlow

Washington Post Foreign Service

ALONG THE SAN MIGUEL
RIVER, Ecuador — The captain
held a finger to his lips, and his sol-
diers crouched on either the side
of the jungle path. He saw the pair
of footprints pressed into the mud
behind a tree, which he recognized
as marks from the rubber boots
preferred by the Colombian guer-
rillas he was after.

“Guard post,” a soldier whis-
pered.

Capt. William Pozo of the Ecua-
doran special forces disappeared
around a bend in the path. The air
was so hot and wet the jungle
seemed to be panting. Sweat bead-
ed on the soldiers’ cheeks. They
could hear little but their own
breathing and the shrieking of an
unseen bird. Pozo returned a few
minutes later. 

“There is a guerrilla camp
here,” he told them. It was the sec-
ond camp they had found in three
days. “But they’ve already left.” 

The four-decade-long conflict

In a Conflict that Crosses Borders,
Ecuadorans Track an Elusive Foe

BY JOSH PARTLOW — THE WASHINGTON POST

Ecuadoran special forces enter a recently abandoned FARC camp along the Ecuador-Colombia border. 

See ECUADOR, A13, Col. 1

By Anne E. Kornblut

Washington Post Staff Writer

With the clock running out on preparations for the
Democratic convention, advisers to Sen. Barack Oba-
ma are scrambling to reach a compromise with Sen. Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton to appease her supporters and
find roles for her and her husband.

The Obama and Clinton camps said this week that
they agree on a central point: They would like to avoid
an embarrassing display of discord from Clinton’s most
ardent backers when the national convention begins in
just over two weeks. Conversations about how to
achieve that have increasingly focused on the question
of whether Clinton’s name will be offered in a roll-call
vote by delegates to determine the nominee, even
though she has said she is not challenging Obama’s
claim as the party’s standard-bearer.

Clinton confidante Cheryl Mills is working directly
with Obama campaign manager David Plouffe to reach
an accommodation, both sides confirmed. Clinton has
been told that she will probably speak Tuesday night,
Aug. 26, two nights before Obama’s acceptance speech,
and she is working on her remarks, which will touch on
her breakthrough as a woman but will be, in the words
of one associate, largely “forward looking.”

Former president Bill Clinton is almost certain to 

Democratic Aides
Working on Plan
To Keep the Peace
At the Convention

See DEMOCRATS, A4, Col. 1

A government
official says that
Fort Detrick
scientist Bruce E.
Ivins was away
from his office
when letters
carrying anthrax
were mailed from
New Jersey. 
Story, A14

New Details
On Anthrax

CAMPAIGN 2008

A guide to following today’s Olympic
events on washingtonpost.com or on TV:
OPENING CEREMONIES
China welcomes the world’s athletes to Beijing
at the gleaming new National Stadium.
washingtonpost.com: Continuous coverage,
beginning at 8 a.m.
TV: Taped on WRC-4, WBAL-11 
(7:30 p.m.- midnight)
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As Bush Arrives, China Speaks Out: The
government rejects criticisms about its record on
human rights and other issues. A10

The Smog: Air quality plagues organizers. E1
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Today: Thunderstorm. 
High 86. Low 65.
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High 83. Low 65. 
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Obama Makes History
U.S. DECISIVELY ELECTS FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT

DEMOCRATS EXPAND CONTROL OF CONGRESS

BY NIKKI KAHN — THE WASHINGTON POST

President-elect Barack Obama, with wife Michelle and daughters Sasha, 7, and Malia, 10, greets more than 100,000 people celebrating his victory in Grant Park, in his home town of Chicago.

By Robert Barnes

and Michael D. Shear

Washington Post Staff Writers

Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois was elected
the nation’s 44th president yesterday, riding
a reformist message of change and an inspi-
rational exhortation of hope to become the
first African American to ascend to the
White House.

Obama, 47, the son of a Kenyan father and
a white mother from Kansas, led a tide of
Democratic victories across the nation in de-
feating Republican Sen. John McCain of Ari-
zona, a 26-year veteran of Washington who
could not overcome his connections to Presi-
dent Bush’s increasingly unpopular adminis-
tration.

Standing before a crowd of more than
100,000 who had waited for hours at Chica-
go’s Grant Park, Obama acknowledged his
own accomplishment and the dreams of his
supporters.

“If there is anyone out there who still
doubts that America is a place where all
things are possible, who still wonders if the
dream of our founders is alive in our time,
who still questions the power of our democ-
racy, tonight is your answer,” he said just be-
fore midnight Eastern time.

“The road ahead will be long. Our climb
will be steep. We may not get there in one
year or even one term, but America — I have
never been more hopeful than I am tonight
that we will get there. I promise you — we as
a people will get there.”

The historic Election Day brought mil-
lions of new voters, long lines at polling
places nationwide and a new era of Demo-
cratic dominance in Congress, even though
the party fell short of the 60 votes needed for
a veto-proof majority in the Senate. In the
House, Democrats made major gains, add-
ing to their already sizable advantage and re-
turning them to a position of power that pre-
dates the 1994 Republican revolution.

Democrats will use their new legislative
muscle to advance an economic and foreign
policy agenda that Bush has largely blocked
for eight years. Even when the party seized 

By Dan Balz

Washington Post Staff Writer

After a victory of historic significance,
Barack Obama will inherit problems of his-
toric proportions. Not since Franklin D.
Roosevelt was inaugurated at the depths of
the Great Depression in 1933 has a new
president been confronted with the chal-
lenges Obama will face as he starts his pres-
idency.

At home, Obama must revive an econo-
my experiencing some of the worst shocks
in more than half a century. Abroad, he has
pledged to end the war in Iraq and defeat al-
Qaeda and the Taliban in Afghanistan. He
ran on a platform to change the country and
its politics. Now he must begin to spell out
exactly how.

Obama’s winning percentage appears
likely to be the largest of any Democrat
since Lyndon Johnson’s 1964 landslide and
makes him the first since Jimmy Carter in
1976 to garner more than 50.1 percent.
Like Johnson, he will govern with sizable
congressional majorities. Democrats
gained at least five seats in the Senate and
looked to add significantly to their strength
in the House.

But with those advantages come hard
choices. Among them will be deciding how
much he owes his victory to a popular rejec-
tion of President Bush and the Republicans
and how much it represents an embrace of
Democratic governance. Interpreting his
mandate will be only one of several critical
decisions Obama must make as he prepares

THE AGENDA

Hard Choices
And Challenges
Follow Triumph

See AGENDA, A30, Col. 1

By Anne E. Kornblut

Washington Post Staff Writer

Sen. Barack Obama, so steady in public, did not
hide his vexation when he summoned his top ad-
visers to meet with him in Chicago on Sept. 14.

His general-election campaign had gone stale. For
weeks, he had watched Sen. John McCain suction up
the oxygen in the race, driving the news coverage af-
ter the boisterous Republican convention in St. Paul,
Minn., and suddenly drawing huge crowds with his
new running mate, Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin.

Convening the meeting that Sunday in the office
of David Axelrod, his chief strategist, Obama was
blunt: It was time to get serious. 

“He said, ‘You know, maybe we can just win it on
the issues. But I don’t think so,’ ” recalled senior ad-
viser Anita Dunn. With the debates approaching and
just seven weeks until the election, “his charge to
everybody was ‘Guys, we’re back in combat mode,’ ”
Dunn said.

And then, the next morning, a global earthquake
hit: Lehman Brothers, the giant investment firm,
filed for bankruptcy, triggering the biggest corpo-
rate collapse in U.S. history and an international fi-
nancial meltdown, and transforming the presidential
race.

It was a moment neither the senator from Illinois
nor his advisers had anticipated, but one for which
they were uniquely prepared. In the days that fol-
lowed, the newly chastised Obama team became
more aggressive, with a message they had refined
over the summer. The candidate himself, criticized
as too cool, too cerebral and too detached, suddenly
had the opportunity to show those qualities to be re-
assuring and presidential.

For McCain, already struggling with the economic

HOW HE WON

Measured Response
To Financial Crisis
Sealed the Election 

See OBAMA, A34, Col. 1

By Kevin Merida

Washington Post Staff Writer

After a day of runaway lines that circled blocks, of ladies
hobbling on canes and drummers rollicking on street corners,
the enormous significance of Barack Obama’s election finally
began to sink into the landscape. The magnitude of his win
suggested that the country itself might be in a gravitational
pull toward a rebirth that some were slow to recognize. 

Tears flowed, not only for Obama’s historic achievement,
but because many were happily discovering that perhaps they
had underestimated possibility in America. 

When the novelist Kim McLarin watched her vote being
recorded at her polling station in Milton, Mass., she stood
still for a moment with her 8-year-old son, Isaac. “My heart
was full. I could scarcely breathe,” she said. “What I’ve been

forced to acknowledge is there has been a shift — it’s not a
sea change. But there’s been a decided shift in the meaning of
race. It’s not an ending. It’s a beginning.” 

What kind of beginning it is, Americans were wrestling
with late into the night, some popping champagne and others
burdened with unease. Would enduring strains of intolerance
lose their power or gain rebellious steam? Could new hope be
harnessed to create new solutions? Is America ready to pull it-
self together or resigned to live divided? The campaign that
began for Obama 21 months ago had raised in stark terms
whether America was ready for a black president. Last night’s
answer — a resounding yes — raises the next question: How
much more change will America embrace?

When McLarin learned last night that the nation had voted

BY BILL O’LEARY — THE WASHINGTON POST

At an election party at Busboys and Poets, Tiffany Payton and Barbara Mack, right, embrace as CNN declares Obama the winner.

A DAY OF TRANSFORMATION

America’s History Gives Way to Its Future

See TRANSFORMATION, A33, Col. 1

See ELECTION, A38, Col. 1

INDEX, A2



THE ESSENTIALS

The Swearing-In
K The security gates at the
Capitol for ticket-holders
open at 8 a.m.
KMuch of the Mall is
outside the secured area
and open to non-ticket-
holders. People will have
to pass through
checkpoints if they go
through the secure area on
the parade route.
K Parts of the Mall could be
closed off as they fill up. 
KMusic starts at 9:50 a.m.
K The formal ceremony
starts at 11:30 a.m.
K Barack Obama will take
the oath of office at noon.

Parade
K Gates open at 7 a.m.
K Once curb space fills up,
officials will close gates,
barring additional people
from the route.
K The parade will begin
about 2:30 p.m. and end
about 5 p.m.

Getting There
K All bridges into the
District from Virginia will
be closed to personal
vehicles.
K Taxis, buses and
authorized vehicles will be
allowed, along with
walkers, cyclists and
Segway users.
K Personal vehicles are
prohibited in most of the
downtown area.

Metro
K Parking lots open at 3:30
a.m. and rail service starts
at 4 a.m.
K Rush-hour service will
last until 9 p.m., with
off-peak service
continuing until 2 a.m.
tomorrow.

Make a Choice
It will be virtually
impossible to witness both
the swearing-in ceremony
and parade live because of
the large crowds. 

METRO

Grab & Go Guide
A two-page primer on the
inaugural ceremony and
parade, including maps,
schedules and tips on
getting there. B5-6

STYLE

Party Central
The Reliable Source’s
Roxanne Roberts offers
tips for surviving an
inaugural ball, in Style.
Find the latest on balls and
parties at washingtonpost.
com/partycentral.

washingtonpost.com

Alerts, Updates
Continuously updated

congestion information
for rail, bus, car and

walking access to the
inauguration at
washingtonpost.com/
inaugurationsurvival. Sign
up for alerts on your
mobile device. 

THE INAUGUR ATION
Inside Today: Special 38-Page Commemorative Section » 
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THE NATION
Bush Reduces Sentences of Ex-Border Agents
In his act of clemency, the president said the case
against the men who shot a Mexican drug dealer
was just, but the sentences were excessive. A2

Good News, Bad News for Dick Cheney
A federal judge ends a long legal battle over the
preservation of the vice president’s documents.
Later, the White House said Cheney injured his
back and will leave office in a wheelchair. A2, A12

SPORTS
Ovechkin’s OT Goal Lifts Capitals, 2-1
The reigning MVP becomes the sole league leader
in goals scored as Washington beats the Islanders
for its third consecutive win. E1

BUSINESS
Britain’s New Bank Rescue to Bolster Lending
In return for a larger stake in the Royal Bank of
Scotland, British officials say the “legally binding”
agreement forces to the bank to increase loans. E8

STYLE
Inaugural Screamfest for Kids
Miley Cyrus, Bow Wow and the Jonas Brothers
perform loudly, of course, for a less-than-capacity
tweener crowd at Verizon Center. C1

The Boss Dreams On: Review of “Working on a
Dream,” Bruce Springsteen’s new album. C1

NOTE TO OUR READERS
The Health section appeared in Monday’s editions.

INSIDE

By Barton Gellman

Washington Post Staff Writer

Barack Obama takes office today with a real-
istic prospect of joining the ranks of history’s
most powerful presidents.

The more familiar observation, that he con-
fronts daunting trials, enhances that prospect.
Emergencies have always brought commensu-
rate new authority for the presidents who
faced them, not only because the public de-
manded action but also because rival branches
of government went along.

Obama arrives with a rare convergence of
additional strengths, some of them inherited
and some of his own making. Predicting a pres-

idency, to be sure, is hazardous business, and
much will depend on Obama’s choices and for-
tune. But historians, recent White House offi-
cials and senior members of the incoming team
expressed broad agreement that Obama be-
gins his term in command of an office that is at
or near its historic zenith.

“The opportunity is there for Obama to re-
cast the very nature of the presidency,” said
Sean Wilentz, a presidential historian at
Princeton. “Not since Reagan have we had as
capable a persuader as Obama, and not since
FDR has a president come in with quite the
configuration of foreign and domestic crises

Obama’s Moment Arrives
ANALYSIS

Historians Say He Could
Redefine the Presidency

See PRESIDENCY, Page A13

By Paul Duggan and Lena H. Sun

Washington Post Staff Writers

Tens of thousands of festive visitors crowd-
ed the Mall and the city yesterday, counting
down the hours to today’s historic inaugura-
tion, while authorities prepared to welcome —
and control — what could be the largest crowd
in Washington’s history. 

Today’s the day. The swearing-in of Barack
Obama as the nation’s 44th president on the
west steps of the Capitol at noon is expected to
draw between 1 million and 3 million specta-
tors. They’ll bundle themselves against below-
freezing temperatures, ride crowded Metro
trains and buses, and wait at security check-

points for a chance to witness the inauguration
of the nation’s first African American chief ex-
ecutive.

After the oath, they will crane for views of
the new president and his family as he rides in
an inaugural parade along Pennsylvania Av-
enue to the White House between 2:30 p.m.
and 5 p.m. They will then celebrate into the
night at 10 official inaugural balls.

As final preparations went forward yester-
day, temperatures hovered in the low 30s and a
light snow swirled from time to time, yet the
atmosphere on the Mall felt warm. Thousands
upon thousands of people, smiling and snap-

THE CROWD

Despite Snarled Traffic and Cold,
City Is Already Celebrating

See CROWD, Page A13

By Eli Saslow and Philip Rucker

Washington Post Staff Writers

To help him celebrate his imminent move into the White
House, Barack Obama invited more than 100 of his closest
friends and relatives to gather here over the weekend. Every-
where he turned the past few days, he has been surrounded by
high school classmates from Hawaii and former college profes-
sors, basketball buddies and political mentors — a tableau of
the people, places and moments that delivered him to the presi-
dency.

They were drawn here to commemorate what Obama will be-
come. But, like all good reunions, they spent more time talking
about the past.

Members of his class at Honolulu’s Punahou School met in
Arlington to reminisce about their chubby, basketball-obsessed
peer. Relatives from Chicago relaxed at Blair House on furni-
ture donated by Dwight D. Eisenhower and recalled the humble
second-story apartment where Michelle Obama was raised. Po-
litical allies from the Illinois Senate told stories about the rookie
politician who sought incessant advice.

Obama himself paused yesterday to consider the magnitude
of assuming office as the nation’s 44th president. He spoke
about his connection to the legacy of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. on the holiday that celebrates his birth and, while tak-
ing part in community service, fondly remembered his summer
job as a 17-year-old painter working for $4 an hour. Then, in the
middle of his day, Obama took a two-hour break to visit with his
guests at Blair House.

“There’s a comfort that comes from having all of us around

BY LINDA DAVIDSON — THE WASHINGTON POST

At Coolidge Senior High in Northwest Washington, President-elect Obama claps along as the cheerleading squad performs an impromptu cheer. The school was one of the stops on his day of service. Story, B1.

By Robert E. Pierre

Washington Post Staff Writer

The charter bus rolled all night, through the cities of Mont-
gomery, Atlanta and Richmond, stopping only for bathroom
breaks and an IHOP breakfast. A few riders watched movies and
listened to music. Most slept the entire way.

But yesterday afternoon, as the weary travelers rolled onto
14th Street, past the Holocaust Museum, the Washington Monu-
ment and the Mall, 18-year-old Darianne Allen began to cry. 

She stared at all the buses, cars and people in the streets as her
classmates pulled out cameras and pressed their faces to the
glass.

“The moment just hit me,” Allen said, looking at her mother
and wiping away tears. “It’s really real.”

It was the culmination of a 16-hour journey, a grinding two-
year campaign and at least four decades of struggle to turn the
voting rights earned 44 years ago into something few thought
imaginable. Fittingly, the journey for the students, parents and
educators began with this simple prayer: “Jesus, we thank you
for having the 44th president of the United States as a black Afri-
can American.”

Theirs was one of thousands of buses that have converged on
Washington from across the nation to mark the start of Barack
Obama’s presidency. They all came for their own reasons, bring-
ing their stories and their hopes to the nation’s capital.

Selma, Ala., sent at least three buses. The city’s name is seared
in the American psyche because of what happened when peaceful
marchers were brutally attacked on Bloody Sunday in 1965. The
head wounds of John Lewis, now a Democratic congressman

REUNION

Obama Looks to Future
With a Nod to His Past

SELMA

A 44-Year Journey
Ends on a Bus to D.C.

See REUNION, Page A12See SELMA, Page A11

BY TRACY A. WOODWARD — THE WASHINGTON POST

The Capitol in readiness for the big day. The Obamas have
spent the past few days surrounded by friends and family.

Weather

Today: Flurries. 
High 32. Low 20.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny. 
High 34. Low 25. ABCDE
132nd Year No. 46 S DM VA K M1 M2 M3 M4 V1 V2 V3 V4Printed using recycled fiber Tuesday, January 20, 2009K
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A human rights attorney who worked on behalf of Chechens who were abused by Russian security forces is
gunned down along with a student journalist looking into neo-Nazi activity. The lawyer had just left a news
conference in which he criticized the release of a colonel who killed a young Chechen woman. THE WORLD, A16

Lawyer, Journalist Killed in Moscow
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By Michael D. Shear

and Anne E. Kornblut

Washington Post Staff Writers

Barack Hussein Obama took the oath of
office as the nation’s first African American
president yesterday, summoning a vast
crowd and a watching nation to the task of
reviving a country in crisis.

The inauguration of the 44th president,
who made “hope” and “change” the bywords
of his improbable campaign, took place amid
a building air of anticipation in Washington.
A city that had braced for record-breaking
attendance swelled with visitors who would,
at least briefly, nearly double its population.
Before dawn yesterday, more than 1 million
people began streaming into the city to bear
witness to the event, brushing aside the frig-
id temperatures and travel problems.

As he spoke, Obama looked out at a sea of
admirers, some of whom had camped out
overnight in tents or made long treks by bus
and Metro. By the end of the day, those spec-
tators lined the route of Obama’s procession
to the White House, chanting his name and
straining for a glimpse of the new president.

Obama made only glancing references to
the racial barrier that had fallen with his his-
toric ascent. Instead, in an 181⁄2-minute
speech notable for its somber tone as much
as its soaring rhetoric, he outlined the chal-
lenges of what he called “this winter of our
hardship”: a collapsing economy, wars on
two fronts, a lack of confidence in govern-
ment and enemies eager to destroy the
American way of life. 

“We must pick ourselves up, dust our-
selves off and begin again the work of remak-
ing America,” Obama told the throng, which
stretched from the Capitol to the Lincoln
Memorial.

Obama was accompanied to the West
Front of the Capitol by President Bush. At
the stroke of noon, the man who had served
not even a full term in the U.S. Senate be-
came the nation’s commander in chief, and
at 12:04 p.m., he was sworn in by Chief Jus-
tice John G. Roberts Jr. 

Obama took the oath by stating his full
given name, which he had once said oppo-
nents had used to try to set him apart from
mainstream America.

It was the first time Roberts had adminis-
tered the oath — and the first time any chief
justice had sworn in a president who voted
against his confirmation — and both men
stumbled over the words. But the sight of
the two youthful leaders — Roberts, 53, the
second-youngest chief justice, and Obama,
47, the fourth-youngest man elected presi-
dent — underscored the theme of genera-
tional change.

So did the presence of Michelle Obama,
45, and the couple’s two daughters, Malia,
10, and Sasha, 7, dressed in candy-colored 

BY PRESTON KERES — THE WASHINGTON POST

The new first couple, Barack and Michelle Obama, drew cheers as they emerged from their limousine to cover a few blocks of the inaugural
parade on foot. More than a million people crowded the Mall and the parade route to get a glimpse of the first African American president.

See INAUGURATION, Page A33

A Historic 
Inauguration 

Draws Throngs 
To the Mall

color and reveal their power, their feminini-
ty and their legs.

Recent first ladies seem to have tried —
at least during the first term — to hold on
to the idea of normalcy, no matter that
they are living in the White House with
staff, security and the albatross of history.
At their husbands’ first inaugurations, Hil-
lary Clinton and Laura Bush wore unin-
spired clothes that seemed to make a case
against the women’s being unique.

By Robin Givhan

Washington Post Staff Writer

Few first ladies have caused as much
breathless anticipation for their Inaugura-
tion Day wardrobes as Michelle Obama.
But soon after she stepped onto the nation-
al stage as the candidate’s wife, Obama was
elevated to a fashion star whose tastes ran
from high-end designers to mass marketer
H&M. She had the impressive height of a
runway model, the figure of a real woman
— a size 12 according to one fashion pub-

licist — and took an admitted delight in
looking “pretty.”

For the historic moment when she be-
came this country’s first African American
first lady, Obama chose a lemon-grass yel-
low, metallic sheath with a matching coat
by the Cuban-born designer Isabel Toledo.
The dress followed her curves — paying
special attention to the hips — and an-
nounced that the era of first lady-as-
rectangle had ended. It signaled a genera-
tional shift in what women could be on the
national stage. They could boldly embrace

ON CULTURE

All Hail the Leader of the Fashionable World

See ON CULTURE, Page A36

By David Maraniss

Washington Post Staff Writer

In taking the oath of office as the first
African American president in the
nation’s nearly 233 years, one man
reached a singular achievement. But

at four minutes after noon yesterday, Ba-
rack Hussein Obama was inevitably
transformed — no matter what happens
during his administration — from an in-
dividual, a politician, to an icon and a
symbol. Here was history at its most
sweeping and yet intimate.

An essential theme of his presidential
campaign was that his candidacy was less
about him than it was about the coming
together of the people of the United
States of America, as Obama ritually
called it in his rolling cadence. We are
the change we have been waiting for, he
would proclaim, repeating the mantra so
often that he left himself open to sardon-
ic mocking. Yet that idea, more than any-
thing he said or did, became the domi-
nant sensibility of an extraordinary day.

With the inauguration witnessed by
perhaps the largest audience ever to as-
semble in Washington, and with the fit
young leader and his wife striding confi-
dently down part of the Pennsylvania Av-
enue parade route, the day, of course,
was about him. 

But more than that, it was about every-
one out there in the crowds that
stretched from the west side of the Capi-
tol all the way to the Lincoln Memorial:
every person with an individual story, a
set of meanings and reference points for
a moment that many thought would nev-
er happen in their lifetimes.

In his inaugural address, Obama con-
centrated mostly on the difficult trials to
come. Drawing more on the metaphors
of George Washington than of Abraham
Lincoln, he evoked a figurative winter of
hardship that the nation must and will
endure, harking back to the uncertain
revolutionary winter of 1776. The
crowds, meanwhile, seemed ready and
willing to stand for as many hours as it
took in the literal winter, in the whipping
cold of a January day, to celebrate the
meaning of the moment rather than focus
explicitly on the tasks ahead.

Obama’s message was somber, serious
and forceful, with several graceful rhetor-
ical riffs but no attempt at lyrical exalta-
tion. It was as though he understood that
the crowd would have enough hope and
joy on its own, without need of more
from him. “We must pick ourselves up,
dust ourselves off and begin again,” he
said at one point, but his celebrators al-
ready seemed picked up about as straight
and high as they could get.

On a weekend train down from New
Jersey, an older black man wearing presi-
dential cuff links, stooped with arthritis
but in good voice, kept saying to the peo-
ple in his car: There are all these stories.
Everyone has a story. We all have sto-
ries. 

And so they did yesterday. The stories
were not about Obama and his own un-

ESSAY

In His Moment,
Many Feel

Echoes Of Their
Own Stories

See MOMENT, Page A40
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Obama Takes Charge 
NATION ASKED TO BEGIN TASK OF ‘REMAKING AMERICA’

Weather

Today: Partly sunny. 
High 30. Low 22.
Thursday: Mostly sunny.
High 44. Low 30. 

INAUGURATION FINAL  Special Section Inside

THE NATION
Bush Exits Without Pardons
In his final days in office, the
former president holds true
to his record on clemency and
rebuffs requests by prominent
conservatives. A38

BUSINESS
Chrysler, Fiat Strike Deal
The ailing American
automaker gives up a 35
percent stake to the Italian
car company for an inter-
national sales alliance. D1

SPORTS
Lessons for the Redskins
As Coach Jim Zorn prepares
for the draft and free agency,
what can he learn from the
playoff teams that achieved
an ’08 turnaround? E1

Sally Jenkins: 10 ways Barack
Obama can change sports. E1

FOOD
High Tech, Low Hassle
Modern techniques can save
time making special meals. F1

INSIDE

nancial companies as fresh evi-
dence mounted that the industry’s
problems are larger than previ-
ously understood, larger than the
response so far mustered by the
government and perhaps larger
than the resources remaining in its
rescue program. 

The possibility of bank national-
izations, in which governments
take direct control of financial in-
stitutions, is being debated in Brit-
ain and elsewhere, as some of the
world’s biggest banks report sur-
prisingly dire results. The indus-

By Binyamin Appelbaum

and Heather Landy

Washington Post Staff Writers

As Washington celebrated, New
York fretted. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age yesterday fell below 8,000,
shedding 4 percent, its bleakest
performance on any Inauguration
Day since the index was started
124 years ago. Nasdaq and the
Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index
both plunged more than 5 percent.

Disillusioned investors fled fi-

try’s plight, tightly intertwined
with the ongoing recession, is
among the great challenges con-
fronting President Obama. 

Problems have spread to compa-
nies that investors considered con-
servative and safe. Institutions in-
cluding German giant Deutsche
Bank, money managers State
Street and Bank of New York Mel-
lon, and even several members of
the Federal Home Loan Banks sys-
tem have revealed unexpected and
significant problems, leaving al-
most no part of the financial indus-

try untouched. 
Losses at companies already

tarred by the crisis also have been
deeper than analysts expected. Re-
gions Financial, a large southeast-
ern bank, yesterday reported a
fourth-quarter loss of $6.2 billion,
greater than its total profits in the
past five years. Citigroup said it
lost $19 billion last year. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland dis-
closed this week it may have lost
$41 billion last year, leading the

Sell-Off Is Sobering Welcome From Wall Street

See BANKS, Page A2

The new administration instructed
military prosecutors to seek a
120-day suspension of legal
proceedings at Guantanamo Bay. A2

Obama Requests
A Halt at Guantanamo 



hopping from one public relations
crisis to another.

In the end there were two sides to
the record: The tabloid caricature
and the provocative, genre-changing
musical genius that his fans will al-
ways treasure. There were those
whose devotion knew no bounds,
who visited the gates of his private
ranch north of Santa Barbara, Calif.,
arriving at Neverland on pilgrimag-
es from Europe and Asia, and who
were among the first to flock to
UCLA Medical Center as news of
his death spread yesterday after-
noon. Those were the same kind of
fans who camped out at the Santa

By Hank Stuever

and Matt Schudel

Washington Post Staff Writers

Michael Jackson, 50, died yester-
day in Los Angeles as sensationally
as he lived, as famous as a human be-
ing can get. He was a child Motown
phenomenon who grew into a
moonwalking megastar, the self-
anointed King of Pop who sold
750 million records over his career
and enjoyed worldwide adoration. 

But with that came the world’s re-
lentless curiosity, and Mr. Jackson
was eventually regarded as one of
show business’s legendary oddities,

Barbara Superior Courthouse, to
show their support during his 2005
trial. They released doves and wept
when he was acquitted.

Then there was the other kind of
fan, who preferred to keep memo-
ries of the singer locked firmly in his
1980s prime: Today’s young adults
all have memories of being toddlers
and grade-schoolers who moon-
walked across their mother’s just
mopped kitchen floors. Even the
hardest rockers will easily confess to
the first album they ever bought:
“Thriller.” 

MICHAEL JACKSON | 1958 - 2009

Object of Acclaim, Curiosity,
The ‘King of Pop’ Dies in L.A.
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By Manuel Roig-Franzia

Washington Post Staff Writer

No sign explains the prim and proper red brick
house on C Street SE.

Nothing hints at its secrets.
It blends into the streetscape, tucked behind the

Library of Congress, a few steps from the Cannon
House Office Building, a few more steps to the
Capitol. This is just the way its residents want it to
be. Almost invisible.

But through one week’s events, this stately old
pad — a pile of sturdy brick that once housed a
convent — has become the very nexus of American
scandal, a curious marker in the gallery of capital
shame. Mark Sanford, South Carolina’s disgraced
Republican governor and a former congressman,
looked here for answers — for support, for the
word of God — as his marriage crumbled over his
affair with an Argentine woman. John Ensign, the

senator from Nevada who just seven days earlier
also was forced to admit a career-shattering affair,
lives there. 

“C Street,” Sanford said Wednesday during his
diffuse, cryptic, utterly arresting confessional news
conference, is where congressmen faced “hard
questions.”

On any given day, the rowhouse at 133 C St. SE
— well appointed, with American flag flying,
white-and-green-trimmed windows and a pleasant
garden — fills with talk of power and the Lord. At
least five congressmen live there, quietly renting
upstairs rooms from an organization affiliated with
“the Fellowship,” the obsessively secretive Arling-
ton spiritual group that organizes the National Day
of Prayer breakfast, an event routinely attended by
legions of top government officials. Other politi-
cians come to the house for group spirituality ses-

The Sanford and Ensign Scandals Open a Door
On Previously Secretive ‘C Street’ Spiritual Haven

BY BILL O’LEARY — THE WASHINGTON POST

Mentioned during Gov. Mark Sanford’s news conference as the site of “a Christian Bible study,” this home in
Southeast is the residence of congressmen including Sen. John Ensign, who last week admitted to an affair.

The Political Enclave That
Dare Not Speak Its Name

See C STREET, Page A5

By Robert Barnes

Washington Post Staff Writer

Arizona school officials violated
the constitutional rights of a 13-
year-old girl when they strip-
searched her on the suspicion she
might be hiding ibuprofen in her
underwear, the Supreme Court
ruled yesterday. The decision put
school districts on notice that such
searches are “categorically dis-
tinct” from other efforts to combat
illegal drugs.

In a case that had drawn atten-
tion from educators, parents and
civil libertarians across the coun-
try, the court ruled 8 to 1 that such
an intrusive search without the
threat of a clear danger to other
students violated the Constitu-
tion’s protections against unrea-
sonable search or seizure.

Justice David H. Souter, writing
perhaps his final opinion for the
court, said that in the search of Sa-
vana Redding, now a 19-year-old
college student, school officials
overreacted to vague accusations
that Redding was violating school
policy by possessing the ibuprofen,
equivalent to two tablets of Advil.

What was missing, Souter
wrote, “was any indication of dan-
ger to the students from the power
of the drugs or their quantity, and
any reason to suppose that Savana
was carrying pills in her under-
wear.” 

It was reasonable to search the
girl’s backpack and outer clothes,
but Safford Middle School admin-
istrators made a “quantum leap” in
taking the next step, the opinion
said. “The meaning of such a
search, and the degradation its

Student
Strip 
Search
Illegal
School Violated 
Teen Girl’s Rights,
Supreme Court Rules

See COURT, Page A8

By Thomas Erdbrink

and William Branigin

Washington Post Foreign Service

TEHRAN, June 25 — Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
lashed out at President Obama on
Thursday, warning him against “in-
terfering” in Iranian affairs and de-
manding an apology for criticism of
a government crackdown on demon-
strators protesting alleged electoral
fraud.

Despite an increasingly harsh re-
sponse to the protests, opposition
leader Mir Hossein Mousavi
pledged to continue challenging offi-
cial results that showed a landslide
victory for Ahmadinejad in Iran’s
June 12 presidential election. He
vowed to resist growing pressure to
end his campaign and said he re-
mains determined to prove that
those who rigged the election are

also responsible for the violence un-
leashed on opposition protesters.

The two rivals issued their duel-
ing statements — neither mention-
ing the other by name — a day after
security forces broke up the latest
demonstrations, then temporarily
detained university professors who
had met with Mousavi.

Two grand ayatollahs, leading fig-
ures in Iran’s predominant Shiite
Muslim faith, also waded into the
fray, as did European foreign min-
isters from the Group of Eight world
powers at a meeting in Italy. 

In a speech at a petrochemical
plant in southern Iran, Ahmadinejad
said Obama was behaving like his
predecessor, George W. Bush, and
suggested that talks with the United
States on Iran’s nuclear program
would be pointless if Obama kept up

Ahmadinejad Demands
Apology From Obama
Iranian Warns Against Further Criticism

See IRAN, Page A14

By Sudarsan Raghavan

Washington Post Foreign Service

CAIRO, June 25 — Mohamed
Sharkawy bears the scars of his de-
votion to Egypt’s democracy
movement. He has endured beat-
ings in a Cairo police station, he
said, and last year spent more than
two weeks in an insect-ridden jail
for organizing a protest.

But watching tens of thousands
of Iranians take to the streets of
Tehran this month, the 27-year-old
pro-democracy activist has grown
disillusioned. In 10 days, he said,
the Iranians have achieved far
more than his movement has ever
accomplished in Egypt.

“We sacrificed a lot, but we have
gotten nowhere,” Sharkawy said. 

Across the Arab world, Iran’s
massive opposition protests have
triggered a wave of soul-searching
and conflicting emotions. Many

question why their own reform
movements are unable to rally peo-
ple to rise up against unpopular au-
thoritarian regimes. In Egypt, the
cradle of what was once the Arab
world’s most ambitious push for
democracy, Iran’s protests have
served as a reminder of how much
the notion has unraveled under
President Hosni Mubarak, who
has ruled the country for 30 years.

“I am extremely jealous,” said
Nayra El Sheikh, 28, a blogger and
Sharkawy’s wife. “I can’t help but
think: Why not us? What do they
have that we don’t have? Do they
have more guts?”

The frustration comes against a
backdrop of deep-rooted skepti-
cism among pro-democracy activ-
ists that U.S. policies under Presi-
dent Obama will help transform
the region, despite his vow to en-

THE VIEW FROM EGYPT

Arab Activists Watch Iran
And Wonder: ‘Why Not Us?’

See EGYPT, Page A17
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Democrats Push for Energy Vote
House leaders predict a narrow
win for the cap-and-trade bill, filled
with compromises and intended to
cut greenhouse gas emissions. A4
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Bernanke Defends Merrill Sale
The Federal Reserve chairman is
grilled by Congress and denies
that he pressured Bank of America
to purchase Merrill Lynch. A18

CBO Offers Grim View of Budget
Congressional analysts predict
that more tax cuts while federal
spending increases could “create
an explosive fiscal situation.” A18
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Eastern Market: Then & Now
The landmark food hall east of
Capitol Hill reopens, two years
after it was gutted by a fire. B1
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Farrah Fawcett Dies at 62
The iconic sex symbol soared to
stardom in 1976 with her role in
“Charlie’s Angels” and her wildly
popular red-swimsuit poster.
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K Reactions to Jackson’s sudden death vary. | C1

BY STEFAN WERMUTH — REUTERS

Thrust into early stardom as a member of the Jackson 5, the singer had
become reclusive in recent years but announced in March that he
planned concerts in London, driving fans into a ticket-buying frenzy.

COURTESY JACKSON 5

K Jackson took blacks across a cultural threshold. | C1

See JACKSON, Page A22

K Israel remains concerned about nuclear neighbor. | A14

K Oil prices stay calm despite the political unrest. | A19

By Lena H. Sun

and Maria Glod

Washington Post Staff Writers

A train control system that
should have prevented Monday’s
deadly Metro crash failed in a test
conducted by federal investigators,
officials said yesterday, suggesting
that a crucial breakdown of technol-
ogy sent one train slamming into an-
other.

Investigators with the National
Transportation Safety Board per-
formed the simulation Wednesday
night. In the test, investigators posi-
tioned a train in the same location as
the train that was rear-ended Mon-
day. The system failed to detect that
the idled test train was there, the
NTSB said. Investigators did not
say what caused the malfunction,
and they stopped short of saying the
system failure caused the crash. 

The test results are significant be-
cause they confirmed earlier find-
ings of “anomalies” in an electrical
track circuit in the crash area. 

The findings suggest that the on-
coming train in Monday’s crash
might not have received informa-
tion that a train was stopped ahead
on the rails north of the Fort Totten
Station. The stopped train was
struck by a train operated by Jean-
ice McMillan. She and eight others
were killed in the crash; 80 people
were injured. 

If a malfunctioning circuit failed
to detect the stopped train, it would
have assumed that the stretch of

Metro 
Control
System
Fails Test
Technology Should
Have Averted Crash

See METRO, Page A17

S.C. Governor Says He’ll Repay State for Travel to Argentina
State lawmakers call for Mark Sanford to resign after admitting to an extramarital affair. A5
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Shock and joy
Afghans relieved bin Laden is dead,
but shocked he was in Pakistan. A5
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Get the latest updates on the
death of Osama bin Laden and

a look at his life through video,
photos and stories.
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White House and ground zero and of
bin Laden through the years.

7
Video: Watch President
Obama’s full announcement.
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Poll: Do you feel safer
now that Osama bin Laden

is dead?

ANALYSIS

A moment of national unity at a time of deep divisions
BY DAN BALZ

President Obama’s historic an-
nouncement late Sunday night
that Osama bin Laden is dead
represents a huge national secu-
rity victory for the United States
and a milestone for this adminis-
tration, bringing to a close the
most relentless mission by U.S.
intelligence and military forces
over the past 10 years.

Obama’s announcement,
which came just before mid-
night, was grounds for celebra-
tion for a country still scarred by
the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,

producing a rare moment of
national unity at a time of deep
divisions on many domestic and
foreign policy issues.

The spontaneous flag-waving
crowds that gathered outside the
White House, cheering and sing-
ing the national anthem and
“God Bless America” were a small
symbol of the emotional relief
that swept across the country as
the news broke late in the eve-
ning.

Bin Laden’s death will not end
the threat posed by al-Qaeda to
the United States and other parts
of the world. But the demise of

the person most responsible for
the attacks on Sept. 11, which
killed about 3,000 people repre-
sents a major psychological set-
back to the terrorist organization
and a sizable boost for the presi-
dent and the country.

“Justice has been done,” the
president said in a nationally
televised statement to the nation.

There have been other victo-
ries over the past decade as U.S.
intelligence officials have pur-
sued and killed other top mem-
bers of the al-Qaeda organiza-
tion. But nothing compares in
significance to the declaration

Obama was able to make Sunday
night. As the president put it, the
killing of bin Laden marks “the
most significant achievement to
date in our efforts to defeat
al-Qaeda.”

Bin Laden came to symbolize
the insidious threat of non-state
terrorism that has been a defin-
ing feature of the 21st century.
The attacks that leveled the
World Trade Center, demolished
a portion of the Pentagon and
that killed more people when
another hijacked plane crashed

analysis continued on A5

‘JUSTICE HAS BEEN DONE’
U.S. forces kill Osama bin Laden

REUTERS

HISTORIC: Bin Laden’s death will provide a clear moment of
victory for Obama at a time of deep political turmoil overseas.

MATT MCCLAIN/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

A CROWD GATHERS: Tizzy Brown and others descend upon the White House on Sunday night upon hearing of Osama bin Laden’s death.

GETTY IMAGES

PUBLIC ENEMY: Bin Laden was also wanted in al-Qaeda’s
bombings of U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998.

TEAM ATTACKED
COMPOUND IN

PAKISTAN WHERE
HE WAS HIDING

BY SCOTT WILSON
AND CRAIG WHITLOCK

Osama bin Laden has been
killed in a U.S. operation in Paki-
stan, President Obama an-
nounced fromtheWhiteHouseon
Sunday, calling his death “the
most significant achievement to
date in our nation’s effort to defeat
al-Qaeda.”

Speaking from the East Room,
Obama said a small team of U.S.
personnel attacked a compound
Sunday in the city of Abbottabad,
where bin Laden had been hiding
since late last summer. After a
firefight, the president said, the
U.S. team killed bin Laden and
“took custody of his body.”

“Wewillberelentless indefense
of our citizens and our friends and
allies,” a somber Obama said in his
nine-minute statement. “We will
be true to the values that make us
whoweare.Andonnights like this
one, we can say to families who
have lost loved ones to al-Qaeda’s
terror: Justice has been done.”

The killing of bin Laden —
which drew a spontaneous, cheer-
ing crowd outside the White
House gates and at the ground
zero site in New York — will pro-
vide a clear moment of victory for
Obama at a time of deep political
turmoil overseas that is upending
long-standing U.S. policy in much
of the Muslim world, particularly
the Middle East.

Obama said he first received
intelligence of bin Laden’s possi-
ble whereabouts in August and
gave the order Friday for the oper-
ation that ended in his death.

The operation took place in Ab-
bottabad, a city of about 100,000
in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province, about 100 miles
north of Islamabad. It is the head-
quarters of a brigade of the Paki-
stan army’s 2nd Division.

A senior U.S. official, who had
been briefed on the operation for
months, said a Special Operations
team conducted the mission,
based on CIA intelligence gather-
ing.

“We’ve been staring at the com-
pound for months trying to figure
out for sure whether we had
enough to go with,” the official
said. Operatives have “been work-
ing this target for years, years,
years. They finally found the guy
who led to the guy who led to the

obama continued on A7

PRIVILEGED SON
BECAME THE
GLOBAL FACE

OF TERRORISM
BY BRADLEY GRAHAM

Osama bin Laden, 54, who was
born into Saudi riches, only to
end up leading a self-declared
holy war against the United
States as head of one of the most
ruthless, far-flung terrorist net-
works in history, died Sunday in
the manner he had often predict-
ed: in a strike by U.S. forces.

As the founder of al-Qaeda, bin
Laden demonstrated the power
and global reach of a terrorism
campaign rooted in centuries-old
Islamic beliefs and skilled in
modern-day technologies. The
militants he inspired have proved
surprisingly resilient, and the
organization he established con-
tinues to pose a substantial
threat to U.S. interests overseas
and at home.

Although bin Laden was able
to elude an intense U.S. manhunt
for years, al-Qaida’s ranks were
increasingly weakened by the
capture or killing of senior opera-
tives.

Further, his violent mission
never came close to achieving its
central aims of pushing U.S.
troops out of the Middle East and
replacing U.S.-backed Arab gov-
ernments from Cairo to Riyadh
with strict Islamic rule.

Little in bin Laden’s privileged
upbringing as a scion of a
wealthy Saudi Arabian family
suggested he would become the
self-anointed champion of Isla-
mist extremism and the world's
most wanted man, with a
$25 million bounty for his cap-
ture, dead or alive.

bin laden continued on A6

U.S. security threat
from al-Qaeda may
be undiminished

BY GREG MILLER
AND JOBY WARRICK

The killing of Osama bin Laden
marks the culmination of a coun-
terterrorism campaign that made
decapitating the al-Qaeda net-
work its paramount goal.

But al-Qaeda has metastasized
in the decade since the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, expanding its reach
and adapting its tactics in ways
that make the organization likely
to remain the most significant se-
curity threat to the United States
despite its leader’s demise.

In recent months, the nation’s
top intelligence officials have tes-
tified that al-Qaeda’s affiliate in
Yemen probably poses the most
immediate threat to U.S. interests,
and it has been tied to a series of
near-miss attacks, including the
attempted bombing of a Detroit-
bound plane on Christmas Day
2009.

One of the leaders of al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula, as the
Yemen-based offshoot is known, is
an American-born cleric, Anwar
al-Aulaqi, who might stake claim
to at least part of bin Laden’s man-
tleasacharismatic figurecommit-

intelligence continued on A5
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AT A CROSSROADS
Tsunami’s wreckage is cleared away, but coastal region’s next steps are far more uncertain

BY CHICO HARLAN
IN ISHINOMAKI, JAPAN

O
ne year later, nothing is resolved.

The rubble and ocean muck of
last March 11 have been scrubbed
from every wall, pulled from ev-
ery basement and picked from

every crevasse. Now the debris is piled in
terraced mountains at the edge of this town
along Japan’s tsunami-devastated northeast-
ern coastline.

But even after months of cleanup, the
reconstruction remains at a starting point,
equally capable of taking off or faltering,
depending on whether people stick around.

A full recovery, if it’s possible, will take at
least a decade, authorities say. Residents along
the battered coast must be willing to endure
trying conditions — prefab houses that don’t
stay warm; communities that don’t provide
jobs; grief that doesn’t abate — all because they
hope that, eventually, they will regain normal
lives in functional towns.

It’s a bargain that Takahiro Chiba struggles
with every day. He says his city, one of the
region’s largest and hardest hit, feels just
livable enough to tolerate, but not yet livable
enough to commit to.

“I don’t want to stay in Ishinomaki any-
more,” Chiba says on a Tuesday.

“I’m really thinking we should stay in

Ishinomaki,” Chiba says on a Thursday.
Chiba sees more hope than he did a year ago.

It’s not just all the debris that has been cleared
away. Workers at the city hall are trying to
attract clean-energy projects and offering tax
incentives for businesses that relocate here.
Lifelines have returned. A department store
reopened last week.

The progress of the past year, though,
doesn’t begin to offset the damage of Japan’s
greatest crisis since World War II. The triple
disaster — an earthquake, a tsunami, a result-
ing meltdown at a nuclear plant — left 19,000
dead and displaced some 342,000 from their

japan continued on A2
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Michiko Miura and her young son, Taisei, walk past the ruins of homes in Natori, a seaside town almost wiped off the map by the March 11, 2011, tsunami.

then now

JAPAN: ONE YEAR LATER

On March 18, 2011,
a week after the

tsunami hit,
Ishinomaki’s replica

of the Statue of
Liberty was

surrounded by
debris.

The area has been
cleared of
wreckage, but
longer-term, more
difficult decisions
about rebuilding lie
ahead.

GOP looks
beyond
primary
contests

HILL REPUBLICANS
CRAFTING STRATEGY

Leaders hone talking points
in bid to beat Democrats

As eco-terrorism threat diminishes,
governments keep eyes on activists

‘Neighborhood nuisance’
D.C. car break-ins up, repeat offenders may do more time

BY PAUL KANE
AND ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN

Watching with growing unease as the
GOP presidential nomination fight
promises to stretch into the spring,
Republican leaders on Capitol Hill are
making moves to protect their own
reelection prospects in the fall.

The aim is to fashion a political and
legislative agenda to sharpen the party’s
case against President Obama and Dem-
ocrats, and make a coherent argument
for why the Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate, and not the GOP-led House, is to
blame for the congressional gridlock
that has disheartened the public. A side
benefit is that the legislative strategy
might shift public attention away from
some of the social issues that have
recently dominated their party’s presi-
dential contest.

While most congressional leaders
continue to believe that former Massa-
chusetts governor Mitt Romney will be
the nominee, they worry about how long
it will take to secure the nomination and
the political costs of a drawn-out battle.

“Every day that goes by [without a
nominee] is a day that plays to President
Obama’s advantage,” said Sen. John
McCain (R-Ariz.), who has endorsed
Romney and was the party’s 2008 stan-
dard-bearer.

While GOP leaders are eager for a
nominee to emerge so they can begin a
coordinated campaign against the Dem-
ocrats, they are increasingly convinced
that they must move ahead with an

campaign continued on A8

U.S., partners
weigh military
moves to curb
Syrian carnage

BY KAREN DEYOUNG

The Obama administration and its al-
lies and international partners have be-
gun serious discussions about potential
military involvement in Syria, even as
they continue to press for nonviolent
solutions to the carnage there.

With little progress made in the two
weeks since 70 countries and internation-
al institutionspledged inTunis toconcen-
trate their efforts on humanitarian and
diplomatic fronts, there is a growing will-
ingness to consider additional options.

Possibilities include directly arming
opposition forces, sending troops to
guard a humanitarian corridor or “safe
zone” for the rebels, or an air assault on
Syrian air defenses, according to officials
from the United States and other nations
opposed toSyrianPresidentBasharal-As-
sad.

But the governments remain deeply
divided over the scope of any interven-
tion, how and when it would happen, and
who would participate. With Russia still
opposed to a U.N. mandate, many ques-
tion the legitimacyofanymilitaryoptions
under international law.

syria continued on A14

BY ALLISON KLEIN

D avid Vines had been arrested al-
most five dozen times, about half of
them for breaking into cars, when

he appeared before a D.C. judge in No-
vember. He promised to return to the
courtroom the next day to continue the
hearing.

He never made it: He’d been arrested
again, charged with breaking into an-
other car. It was his 59th lockup.

Over the past 10 years, Vines has “spe-
cialized in stealing from cars,” prosecutor
Thomas Bednar wrote in a sentencing
memorandum. “His capers have made
him something of a legend.”

The fact that someonecanachievesuch

status for perpetrating nuisance crimes
helps illustrate the challenge the city
faces as it tries to hold back the tide of car
break-ins, which is on the rise this year.

In the past year, there have been more
than 8,000 break-ins across the city. In
some places, including the H Street corri-
dor and the Eastern Market area, the
number is more than double what it was
this time in 2011.

The majority of car break-ins, police
say, are committed by a handful of offend-
ers such as Vines, who strike repeatedly
and cycle in and out of jail. Now the city
has mounted a vigorous effort to get more
prison time for Vines, an undertaking

break-ins continued on A16

BY JULIET EILPERIN

Ben Kessler, a student at the Univer-
sity of North Texas and an environmen-
tal activist, was more than a little sur-
prised that an FBI agent questioned his
philosophy professor and acquaintances
about his whereabouts and his sign-wav-
ing activities aimed at influencing local
gas drilling rules.

“It was scary,” said Kessler, who is a
national organizer for the nonviolent
environmental group Rising Tide North
America. He said the agent approached
him this past fall and said that the FBI
had received an anonymous complaint
and were looking into his opposition to
hydraulic fracturing, also known as
“fracking.” The bureau respected free

speech, the agent told him, but was
“worried about things being taken to an
extreme level.”

Even as environmental and animal
rights extremism in the United States is
on the wane, officials at the federal, state
and local level are continuing to target
groups they have labeled a threat to
national security, according to inter-
views with numerous activists, internal
FBI documents and a survey of legisla-
tive initiatives across the country.

Iowa Gov. Terry Brandstad (R) signed
a law this month, backed by the farm
lobby, that makes it a crime to pose as an
employee or use other methods of mis-
representation to get access to opera-

eco-terrorism continued on A9

Where Romney is faring best
The candidate’s strongholds in nearly 1,000
counties have been large, wealthy areas. A6

Santorum wins in Kansas
Romney doesn’t appear in the state; bruising
battle for the GOP nomination continues. A6



A second term
BY DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD

Barack Obama was elected to a
second presidential term Tuesday,
defeating Republican Mitt Rom-
ney by reassembling the political
coalition that boosted him to vic-
tory four years ago, and by remak-
ing himself from a hopeful uniter
into a determined fighter for mid-
dle-class interests.

Obama, the nation’s first Afri-
can American president, scored
a decisive victory by stringing to-
gether a series of narrow ones. Of
the election’s seven major battle-
grounds, he won at least six.

“While our journey has been
long, we have picked ourselves
up,” Obama told a cheering crowd
of supporters in his home town of
Chicago early Wednesday morn-
ing. “Wehavefoughtourwayback.
And we know in our hearts that,
for the United States of America,
the best is yet to come.”

He said he intends to sit down
with Romney in the weeks ahead
to talk about how the two can
work together.

Obama also made an oblique
reference to the hard, negative
edge of his campaign, saying that
even this bitter election was some-
thing to be envied in unfree na-
tions around the world: “These
arguments we have are a mark of
our liberty.”

His election capped a night of
gains for the once beaten-down
American left. Democrats Tammy

election continued on A38

SENATE RACES

Congress stays
split as Kaine,
Warren prevail

BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN

Democrats retained their ma-
jority in the U.S. Senate on Tues-
day, an outcome that leaves a
divided Congress that closely re-
sembles the one that has been
gridlocked for the past two years
on some of the nation’s most
pressing issues.

A combination of misfortune
and mistakes left Republicans
unable to seize control for the
second straight election in which
they were early favorites to make
historic gains.

In a key race between Virginia
political heavyweights, former
governor Timothy M. Kaine (D)
defeated former senator George
Allen (R) .

Kaine won big in Fairfax Coun-
ty but also appeared likely to
carry exurban Loudoun and
Prince William counties, a result
that would mimic the Northern
Virginia coalition that carried
Kaine to the governor’s mansion
in 2005. His victory ended an
attempt at political redemption
by Allen, a onetime possible
presidential contender who was
unseated in 2006 by Sen. James
Webb (D).

The Democrats flipped Repub-
lican Senate seats as the GOP saw
sure-bet Indiana slip away. Rep.
Joe Donnelly defeated conserva-
tive state treasurer Richard

senate continued on A28
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A supporter of President Obama exults at Chicago’s McCormick
Place convention center after hearing that Obama had won.

BY JOHN WAGNER,
PAUL SCHWARTZMAN

AND NED MARTEL

Voters in Maryland narrowly
upheld the state’s same-sex mar-
riage law, a historic victory for the
national gay-rights movement
that highlights the country’s
evolving definition of marriage.

Before Tuesday, gays and lesbi-
ans had been granted the right to
marry by courts and state legisla-
tures, but proponents of marriage
had been defeated at the ballot
box in more than 30 states.

Maryland was joined by Maine
in approving gay marriage, mak-
ing the two states’ voters the first
in the country to approve the mea-
sures by a popular vote. In Mary-
land, gay couples will be able to
wed starting Jan. 1.

As they watched the results at a
Baltimoreclubandsensedvictory,
Ruth Siegel and Nina Nethery,
together for 15 years, said they felt
joyous. They were surrounded by
hundreds of supporters of the ref-
erendumto legalize samesexmar-
riage.

“It’s being part of history,” said
Nethery, 59, a systems analyst
who lives with Siegel in Silver
Spring. “ I’m in history.”

Maryland voters also approved
the Dream Act, allowing undocu-
mented immigrants to receive in-
state college tuition rates. A meas-

marriage continued on A49

GAY MARRIAGE

Historic law
is approved
in Maryland

THE TAKE

BY DAN BALZ

After a long and arduous cam-
paign, a newly reelected Presi-
dent Obama confronts his next
challenge: binding together a
deeply divided nation and turn-
ing from campaigning to govern-
ing.

The irony of Campaign 2012 is
that the most expensive election
in American history produced a
status-quo outcome: a Democrat-
ic president, a Democratic Senate
and a Republican House. Now the
question is whether a status-quo
election can change the status
quo that has governed Washing-
ton not just during Obama’s pres-
idency but for most of the past
decade.

Obama overcame significant
odds to win reelection, and his
campaign was far from the hope-
and-change crusade that helped
him make history as the nation’s
first African American president.
Faced with a Republican Party
united in its opposition to his
agenda, he was unable to change
Washington as he had promised.
He ran a partisan campaign to
secure another term in which to
show he can produce bipartisan-
ship in the capital.

Obama was handed historic
problems in his first term. Now
he will confront another daunt-
ing agenda, from an economy

take continued on A43

Can the same
president build a
new landscape?

Virginia races
The incumbents that hold
Northern Virginia’s seats in the
U.S. House of Representatives
easily won reelection. A31

U.S. House
Republicans hold on to enough
seats to retain their solid
majority — and their ability to
push an austerity agenda. A31

Maryland gambling
Question 7, the controversial
measure that set an election
spending record in the state,
narrowly passes. A48

Governors races
Republicans can now claim at
least 30 gubernatorial seats;
Democrats keep control in a
few tossup states. A28

Going mobile
Follow live coverage of results
and reaction across the
country, plus analysis at
m.washingtonpost.com.
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President Obama is joined by first lady Michelle Obama and their daughters Malia, left, and Sasha at an election night rally in Chicago.

THE CAMPAIGN

Victory begins with a strong ground game and ends with a perfect storm
BY SCOTT WILSON

AND PHILIP RUCKER

In early spring, President
Obama’s veteran campaign staff
in Chicago confronted the ques-
tion that would ultimately deter-
mine the presidency: how to run
against Mitt Romney?

The choice discussed on fre-
quent calls between the White
House and One Prudential Plaza
was whether to campaign against
Romney as a flip-flopper — a
former centrist governor of Mas-
sachusetts who turned conserva-
tive to win his party’s nomination
— or use his career as the head of
Bain Capital to cast him as a
protector of the privileged at the
expense of the middle class.

“The most striking data we saw
early on was on the ‘understands

problems of people like me’ ques-
tion,” said a senior White House
official involved in the discus-
sions. “Into the summer, Romney
was in the teens in this category.”

The choice was made. The one-
time campaign of hope and
change soon began a sustained
advertising assault that cast
Romney as a heartless executive,
a man who willingly fires people
and is disconnected from how
average Americans live their lives
— an approach reinforced by
Romney’s mistakes along the way.

While the Obama campaign
bet it could set the campaign’s
course in the summer of 2012,
Romney’s senior staffers in Bos-
ton put their money on winning a
decisive autumn, when it be-

campaign continued on A44

ROMNEY LOSES KEY SWING STATES
AFTER BITTERLY FOUGHT CAMPAIGN

DEMOCRATS GAIN IN SENATE;
REPUBLICANS KEEP HOUSE MAJORITY

Obama wins,
defying doubts
about economy
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America’s hope A West
Virginia chef and his
assistant are daring to do
what no other U.S. team has
ever done: win a medal at the
Bocuse d’Or. Magazine

Peruvian heights The land
of the Incas — which teems
with indigenous bounty—
climbs toward the culinary
summit. Travel

Happily corrupted Nam June
Paik, the Korean-born artist
who is the focus of a
Smithsonian exhibition,
serenely channeled the
trajectory of his career. Arts

Street-fighting man After 17
novels, the wildly popular
action hero Jack Reacher is
on his way to Hollywood,
ready for his close-up. Style

STYLE

To the manor sworn
Thursday night at the British
ambassador’s residence featured
six cultural imports: the cast of
“Downton Abbey.” C1

REAL ESTATE

Undervalued
How to address the problem of an
appraisal that is lower than the
agreed-upon sale price. E1 (Section
appears after Cars section.)
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Networking tied to black jobless rate U.S. sees likelihood of new Iran talks
BY MICHAEL A. FLETCHER

In the quarter-century that Ar-
mentha Cruise has run her Silver
Spring staffing firm, the nation
has made strides toward racial
equality. Voters have twice elected
a black president, African Ameri-
cans shine among Hollywood’s
brightest stars, and the number of
blacks who graduate from college
has tripled.

But this stubborn fact remains:
The African American jobless rate

is about twice that of whites, a
disparity that has barely budged
since the government began
tracking the data in 1972. In last
week’s jobs report, the black un-
employment rate was 13.2 per-
cent, while the rate among whites
stood at 6.8 percent.

Discrimination has long been
seenas theprimaryreason for this
disparity, which is evident among
workers from engineers to labor-
ers. But fresh research has led
scholars to conclude that African

Americans also suffer in the labor
market from having weaker social
networks than other groups.

Having friends and relatives
who can introduce you to bosses
or tell you about ripe opportuni-
ties has proved to be one of the
most critical factors in getting
work. Such connections can also
help people hold on to their jobs,
researchers say.

“It is surprising to many people

jobless continued on A4

BY JOBY WARRICK

The United States and five other
world powers are hastily prepar-
ingforpossiblenewtalkswithIran
amid signs that the country’s lead-
ers might be willing to meet as
early as next week to discuss scal-
ing back nuclear activities in re-
turn for future sanctions relief.

The six powers have agreed on a
new package of inducements to be
offered to Iran if it agrees to freeze
key parts of its nuclear program,

said U.S. and European officials
briefedonthematter. Iranrejected
a similar deal earlier this year, but
U.S. officials said they were mod-
estly hopeful that Tehran’s posi-
tion had softened under the strain
of international sanctions.

“Our assessment is that it is
possible that they are ready to
make a deal,” a senior administra-
tion official said Friday. “Certainly,
the pressure is on.”

The talks would be the first
high-level negotiations over Iran’s

nuclear program since June, offer-
ing at least the prospect of a thaw
in a standoff that has grown in-
creasingly tense in recent months.
The apparent movement on the
diplomatic front came amid re-
ports that Iran had agreed to con-
cessions in a separate dispute with
U.N.nuclearofficialsoveraccess to
an Iranian base allegedly used for
nuclear weapons research.

There was no confirmation

iran continued on A5
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Protecting
our children:
Petula Dvorak
wonders how
America can
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happened
in Newtown
and why.

THE GRIEF

Grim news of young victims
shatters a season of joy

BY JOEL ACHENBACH

Friday turned out to be the
darkest day of the year. It was a
day to hug your kids, or call a
parent or a friend, or do some-
thing that for a moment might
dispel some of that darkness.

The news got worse with every
bulletin. Shots fired in an ele-
mentary school in Connecticut.
Three dead. No, many dead.
Children shot. Children killed.
Kindergartners.

Newtown, Conn., became Ev-
erytown, America, on this grim
Friday. By midafternoon, the
scale of the horror became clear:
Twenty children had been slain,
plus six of their protectors. The
crime took another sick turn
with news that the killer was the

son of one of the teachers, who
died separately in her home. This
appeared Friday night to be a
matricide that evolved into mass
murder.

All this happened during the
holiday season, as people around
the country prepared for a big
shopping weekend, or got ready
for relatives coming to town or
kids coming home from college.
This is family time, a season of
joy. Light the candles, decorate
the tree.

Tragedies can’t be weighed
and measured easily, though we
try to do that with statistics, and
chart the number of dead and
wounded in our mass shootings.
Just this summer, the country

tragedy continued on A12

THE SHOOTER

Parents’ breakup devastated
Lanza, ex-neighbors recall
BY GREG JAFFE,
PAUL DUGGAN

AND COLUM LYNCH

Adam Lanza was his name.
Adam P. Lanza, 20, obscure in

life, infamous in death.
A really rambunctious kid, as

one former neighbor in Newtown,
Conn., recalled him, adding that
he was on medication. He was a
son of an accountant and a school-
teacher. A family member told in-
vestigators that he had a form of
autism, a law enforcement official
said.

And he will long be remem-
bered.

On Friday morning, police say,
he shot and killed his mother in
their home. And then, carrying
firearms and an abundance of am-

munition, he drove to Newtown’s
Sandy Hook Elementary School
and started shooting. By the time
he turned one of the guns on him-
self, police say, he had killed 20
children, many of them kinder-
gartners, and six more adults.

Adam Peter Lanza — a new
addition to a dreadful list, the
roster of killers who targeted stu-
dents: Seung Hui Cho at Virginia
Tech (32 dead); Eric Harris and
Dylan Klebold at Columbine High
in Colorado (13 dead), Charles C.
Roberts IVata littleAmishschool-
house in Pennsylvania (five dead).
The litany of massacres goes on.

As scores of investigators
worked Friday to piece together
what happened at the school and

shooter continued on A11

26 killed in grade school massacre
GUNMAN’S MOTHER

SLAIN AT HOME

Shooter also dead after
Connecticut rampage

“May God bless the memory of the victims and,
in the words of Scripture, heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds.”

President Obama, in TV address to the nation

BY MARC FISHER,
STEVE VOGEL

AND STEVE HENDRIX

newtown, conn. — This time,
the shooter killed 27 people,
including his elementary-school-
teacher mother, her principal
and 20 children, most of them
kindergartners. Then the shooter
killed himself.

Friday morning’s massacre in
Newtown, Conn. — the second-
deadliest shooting event in U.S.
history — took place at Sandy
Hook Elementary School, where
more than 600 children from
kindergarten through fourth
grade spend their days. About
9:30 a.m., the day was interrupt-
ed by a burst of sound on the
school intercom: screams.

That was enough for some
teachers to move their students
away from doors and windows.
In one room, a teacher locked her
students in a closet, a move
parents said saved their chil-
dren’s lives. In another class, a
teacher heard two blasts and
ordered students into a corner.

Jessica Eisele, a fourth-grader
at Sandy Hook, was in the gym
when the shooting began. “On
the loudspeaker, there was
screaming and crying and she
heard gunshots and then si-
lence,” said her brother Nick, 15.

shooting continued on A10
ADREES LATIF/REUTERS

The parents of victims grieve near Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., where a gunman opened fire on children and staff members.

Obama moved
to tears: The
president weeps
in an address
to the nation,
but some say
his call for
“meaningful
action” is not
enough. A12

Online



perform marriages for same-
sex couples in Louisiana,” he
said in a statement. Louisiana
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R), who
announced Wednesday that he
is running for president, criti-
cized the justices’ decision but
said his state will comply with it
once an appeals court officially

RESIST CONTINUED ON A11

into what should be a state
issue.”

What’s more, Caldwell said,
he had read the text of the
decision. And he’d found no
specific line saying that Louisi-
ana had to obey it.

“Therefore, there is not yet a
legal requirement for officials
to issue marriage licenses or

torneys general and county
clerks — couples had married in
all of them but one.

The holdout was Louisiana.
There, Attorney General James
D. “Buddy” Caldwell (R) con-
demned the Supreme Court’s
ruling, which legalized same-
sex marriage nationwide, as
“federal government intrusion

BY DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD,
KEVIN SULLIVAN

AND NIRAJ CHOKSHI

When Friday began, there
were 14 states where same-sex
couples still could not legally
marry. By the afternoon — after
a confusing day of orders and
counter-orders by governors, at-

Kennedy displays true colors
The justice cements his legacy as a
champion of gay rights. A13

Ruling splits GOP field
Some White House hopefuls are
enraged; others are resigned. A14

Special poignancy
Ruling amazes an older generation
that endured years of hatred. A12
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“It would misunderstand these men and women to say they disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect it,
respect it so deeply that they seek to find its fulfillment for themselves. Their hope is not to be condemned to live in loneliness,
excluded from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the law. The Constitution grants

them that right. The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit is reversed. It is so ordered.”
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy in the majority opinion | Read more from the majority and dissenting opinions inside

Gays’ right to wed a∞rmed
5-TO-4 RULING BY
SUPREME COURT

Obama hails decision as
a ‘victory for America’

BY SANDHYA SOMASHEKHAR

It was what counts as an out-
pouring of emotion in the formal
atmosphere of the Supreme Court
chambers: Rows of lawyers sniff-
ing and dabbing at their eyes out
of joy.

But the celebration was less
restrained outside on the steps
and all around the country as gay
couples grasped what had just
happened in those chambers.
Same-sex marriage had stopped
being its own thing and just be-
came “marriage.”

“Oh my God, I am so excited,”
said Amber Cameron, 29, a call-
center worker who had to take a
moment to compose herself out-
side her workplace in Hatties-
burg, Miss., shortly after the rul-
ing. In a couple of hours, she and
her partner of five years, along
with their two children, would be
in line at the courthouse, ready to
be among the first to marry in the
state.

As it turns out, they would be
the third same-sex couple to get a
marriage license in Forrest Coun-
ty, Miss. But they would also be
the last, for now. After the two
exchanged vows on the court-
house steps, Mississippi closed
the door to same-sex marriages
for the day, underscoring for the
gay rights movement that al-
though it had achieved one of its
biggest victories, the fight was not
quite over.

Obstacles in Mississippi, Loui-
siana and at scattered court-
houses elsewhere put a damper

REACTION CONTINUED ON A10
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Jubilation for
many, but day

takes bittersweet
turn for some

Opponents are divided on how — and whether — to resist ruling

charleston, s.c. — On Friday
morning, President Obama stood
in the Rose Garden exalting the
“thunderbolt” of justice that had
come from the Supreme Court,
which guaranteed the right of
marriage to gay and lesbian
couples after many spent
decades in often lonely, perilous
activism.

About five hours later, leaning
into the microphone at the
memorial for the late South
Carolina state senator and pastor
Clementa Pinckney, Obama sang
alone the opening lines of
“Amazing Grace,” before a crowd
of nearly 6,000 rose to its feet to

join him in an extraordinary
ending to a eulogy that lamented
racial hatred but drew on what
Obama called the grace of God to
predict its eventual defeat.

Rarely has a single day so
completely encapsulated the
emotional peaks and troughs of
the presidency of Barack Obama.
He sought to draw the moments
together with a phrase he has
employed in the past, using
variations to argue that the

DEBRIEF CONTINUED ON A14

BY LIZ SLY

beirut — Assailants beheaded,
bombed and gunned down vic-
tims on three continents Friday,
killing more than 60 people and
raising fears that a global surge
of terror strikes could be immi-
nent.

There was initially no reason
to believe the disparate attacks —
at a factory in France, a beach
resort in Tunisia and a mosque in
Kuwait — were connected.

But then the Islamic State
asserted responsibility for two of
them, first the bombing in Ku-
wait in which 25 died and later, in

a separate statement, the assault
on the beach in Tunisia, which
killed 39.

The second statement con-
tained a warning that more at-
tacks soon will follow: “Let them
wait for the glad tidings of what
will harm them in the coming
days, Allah permitting,” it said,
referring to the “apostates” who
had been the target of the as-
sault.

The three incidents followed
an appeal Tuesday from the Is-
lamic State’s spokesman, Abu
Mohammed al-Adnani, for Mus-
lims to mark the holy month of

ATTACKS CONTINUED ON A4

WHITE HOUSE DEBRIEF | STEVEN MUFSON

For Obama, a day of triumph, grief and grace
Dozens killed in terror
attacks on 3 continents

BRIAN SNYDER/REUTERS

ABOVE: Couples celebrate the
Supreme Court’s ruling outside
the White House on Friday.

BY ROBERT BARNES

A deeply divided Supreme
Court on Friday delivered a his-
toric victory for gay rights, ruling
5 to 4 that the Constitution re-
quires that same-sex couples be
allowed to marry no matter
where they live.

The court’s action rewarded
years of legal work by same-sex
marriage advocates and marked
the culmination of an unprec-
edented upheaval in public opin-
ion and the nation’s jurispru-
dence.

Marriages began Friday in
states that had previously thwart-
ed the efforts of same-sex couples
to wed, while some states contin-
ued to resist what they said was a
judicial order that changed the
traditional definition of marriage
and sent the country into un-
charted territory. As of the court’s
decision Friday morning, there
were 14 states where same-sex
couples were not allowed to mar-
ry.

Justice Anthony M. Kennedy,
who has written all of the court’s
decisions recognizing and ex-
panding gay rights, said the deci-
sion was based on the fundamen-
tal right to marry and the equality
that must be afforded gay Ameri-
cans.

“Under the Constitution, same-
sex couples seek in marriage the
same legal treatment as opposite-
sex couples, and it would dispar-
age their choices and diminish
their personhood to deny them
this right,” Kennedy wrote. He

COURT CONTINUED ON A12

THE REGION
Two teenagers were
killed and two injured
in a Montgomery Coun­
ty car crash when the
driver lost control of his
vehicle. Police said they
had been at a party
where there was under­
age drinking. B1
The Fairfax County
School Board voted to
have gender issues
taught in middle and
high schools. B2

THE NATION
One of the two New
York prison escapees,
Richard Matt, was shot
and killed in the woods,
and the other is on the
run, authorities said. A3
A working itinerary
of Pope Francis’s U.S.
visit in the fall reveals
his plans to speak
repeatedly about the
plight of immigrants. A3
The Pentagon secretly
repatriated two Tuni­

sians who were interro­
gated at a CIA black site
in Afghanistan and im­
prisoned there. A2

THE WORLD
As Iran nuclear talks
near completion, the
issues are getting
“tougher and tougher”
as stakes get higher. A2
Islamic militants at-
tacked a remote Afri­
can Union base in So­
malia; many casualties

were reported. A5

THE ECONOMY
Elon Musk’s SpaceX
is preparing for a rock­
et launch to resupply
the International Space
Station on Sunday. A8

SPORTS
The U.S. women’s
soccer team beat Chi­
na, 1­0, and reached the
World Cup semifinals;
Germany awaits. D1

President Obama delivers a
eulogy for the Rev. Clementa
Pinckney in Charleston, S.C.

The rise of same-sex marriage legalization by state

Summer Home and Design
A tiny house can come with
enormous benefits. Magazine

These days Dave Grohl is a
domesticated rock star and
happy about it. Arts & Style
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