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Abstract

Feature-wise decomposition is an important approach to building configurable software
systems. Although there has been research on the usefulness of particular tools for feature-
wise decomposition, there are not many informative comparisons on the relative effec-
tiveness of different tools. In this paper, we compare Aspect] and Jiazzi, which are two
different systems for decomposing Java programs. Aspect] is an aspect-oriented exten-
sion to Java, whereas Jiazzi is a component system for Java. To compare these systems, we
reimplemented an Aspect] implementation of a highly configurable CORBA Event Service
using Jiazzi. Our experience is that Jiazzi provides better support for structuring the system
and manipulating features, while Aspect] is more suitable for manipulating existing Java
code in non-invasive and unanticipated ways.



